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greatest figure which has emerged in politics during the past
thirty years."

L. G. and D'Abernon both agreed that Gladstone's great
mistake was lack of appreciation of Chamberlain's position,
He offered him an under-secretaryship instead of a place in the
Cabinet. That made Joe his enemy, and he never forgave
Gladstone,

L. G. : Gladstone did not understand Chamberlain. It
was a new type. He understood university men and the work-
ing man, but he did not understand a commercial man who
had gained his experience in municipal life.

R. : I doubt whether you are right. John Bright and
Cobden were not very different from Joe. John Bright was
the first commercial man to break into the highest circles,
When he visited the Queen, the entourage were evidently
doubtful whether he would eat with his knife,

L. G. : Yes5 there is a good deal in that criticism.
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